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Abstract

This thesis re-examines the purpose, function and role of subtitles, as well as
their time-and-space constraints through observing the constantly changing
techno-cultural norms influenced by the social and technological backgrounds of

subtitling in Taiwan.

The concept of norms applied in descriptive translation studies is borrowed
from sociology and psychology. Norms originate and persist within a social
background and technical constraints and their observation can explain the
general values, ideals and accepted patterns of behavior shared by society. This
thesis describes the changing techno-cultural norms of subtitling in Taiwan
based on a collection of audiovisual texts from 1980-2014 and analyzes the
social and technological factors. Results show that the concept of time-and-space
constraints and the purpose, function and role of subtitling currently held in
subtitling studies are no longer applicable for the norms and practices under

Taiwan'’s present socio-cultural context.
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Y ?W’#_‘jﬁfﬁmﬁjﬁ 1357 » S == 67] ]E'ﬁ'—l = ]ﬁ (word) f#
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YE[U[) ( Online Subtitling Editorial Guidelines V1.1) kL% 4 et ﬁ Gl
R (S 201) « AT PIRTRASERRLD ] SBPH) = ) Al « i -
SRR IR 9] ~ SRR RV 9] « Al 100 = Bl =~ IR RIH R
EY R IRFEE T LAV S ‘l%ﬁﬁﬁﬁmﬁf Eww%ﬁ%%u%ﬁﬁﬁF~
ARV [HLRL S gt > LU i E iﬁﬁ TRHEEE = IR
o LSOy ] 1) (RS B - T o3 SRORTHT T P G 140 v 57 F TR
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1. A short and familiar word or | Hello.

e R rﬁf PR =Gk r?’; R ﬁﬁﬁﬁ?" Al PH YRR R B RV (R i )
(1990) - s iP%kE‘ R T ?,ﬁfr@ iy
L BRI ETIOE - PR IEIF' SRS R o E RIS 27 PR 8 ffisr
bt ;LEJ b5 0 s - e R s

5 PR rji‘lféﬁﬁi‘ﬂ (2006) ﬂl JHEEE (2010) ﬁ?&ﬁjfﬂjﬁéﬁ%# (Fong94) EVHI[H]
Kalramltroglouﬁ_J ',Flﬁfflf‘*fflﬁ‘f [*IIF“ AT Eﬂj TIE“J‘H HDF,?ﬁ'J (word) HIf[1& 3

( character) iﬁi%
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phrase - 1.12 to 2 seconds. or: Excuse me.

2.Up to halfaline - 2 to 2.12 Where do you live?

seconds. or: See you tomorrow.

3.0Oneline - 2.12 to 3 seconds. | How long will it take us to go home?

or: He's got a real headache.

4. One line and a little bit - 3.12 | How long will it take Johanna to go

seconds. home?

5.Up to one and a halflines - 4 | Itis important to tell her about

to 4.12 seconds. the decision we made.

6. Two lines - 5 to 6 seconds. I think it would be a very good idea

to keep dangerous dogs on a leash.

7. Two lines and a little bit - How long will it take the whole cast
6.12 seconds. to come home by taxi to Duals, North
Dyfed?
8. Two and a halflines - 7 The best thing about going abroad is
seconds. that you don't have to put up with
the British weather.
9. Three lines - 7.12 to 8 What will the City do about the Tory
seconds. Government's humiliating defeat in the

House of Commons last night?

*012 fLIf= Fp 24 A HHLYE o iR 4E 1 %5

BBC (5L -3 ‘TZI rjﬁﬁi HIVL1) RLETHF5 2 = 1o “Jii_ﬁ,%’mm%ﬁ‘e%:—j\
PORLREEIE o BRI R AP R U iy s e g A
R FTFY H S PORIRRE - BI9 ST PR o AR RAOR
FLAFISEE ~ 2% 'tﬁﬁfrjﬁhﬁ wﬂk‘ﬁghwﬁ—ﬂﬂp4ﬁl*ﬂ45ﬁJ
RIS RIS - B b fenadil | [ IR R

FRFAPIGS : 357 B8 CH2 0% s
%Ejj E[[tu'-').z ]EHJ{F B“Lﬁjﬂ ° J _mj-ﬁ JF ’ I HiA Fi l— ;[’IEJJTEI ] ﬁh A[F[J ’ ,:TFLE
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Discovery Networks Asia Pacific
Subtitling Guidelines

1. No mistranslation is allowed.

2. Correct usage of the target language is a must.

3. Translation should follow strictly according to the low resolution files and English
transcripts provided, when there is discrepancy between the two, translation should

always follow the low resolution files.

4. A sentence must be divided properly if it has to appear in two lines on screen. For
example, a word or a phrase should not be divided into two separate lines.

5. Each set of subtitles should end in an appropriate manner.

6. Consistency: Translation must be consistent for the same scenes and openings in a
series. Names of the characters appearing in different episodes should also be
consistent.

7. Non-translated words are not allowed.

8. Always use neutral terms.
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