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The Agricultural Scicnce Information
Center and ite Servics

Wan-jiun Wu

ABSTRACT

The Agricultural Science Information Center (ASIC) is a
non-profit organization and was established in 1977, whose
mission is “to gather, organize and provide agricultural science
and technology information, as well as to set up an agricultural
information system to promote the research works of the
nation’s agricultural community.”

There are four databases in the Agricultural Science and
Technology Information Management System (ASTIMS): 1.
Files on Agricultural Science and Technology Agrithesaurus
(FASTEA or AGRITHESAURUS), 2. Files on Agricultural
Science and Technology Personnel (FASTEP), 3. Files on
Agricultural Science and Technology Project (FASTEJ), and
4. Files on Agricultural Science and Technology Literature
(FASTEL). ASTIMS is online searchable to users.

Services being offered by ASIC are as follows: 1. integrating
agricultural information from domestic and international
sources . ..... ASIC collects all related materials, such as
current periodicals, technical reports, conference proceedings,
theses, rilonographs and 7 agricultural science CD-ROM data-
bases; online access to international databases through DIALOG,
ORBIT, BRS, ESA-IRS, STN, DIMDI and FOODLINE retrieval
systems are also available. 2. information system technology
transfer. ..... the center has a serial training courses for
thesaurus construction, information processing, management
information system design, and software system design.
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