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Abstract

The Eastern Publishing Company (X = 1 44+) and the Mandarin Daily News (&
% P 3F J1 5K A+) are the leading publishers of children’s literature in Taiwan. They are
both long-established companies that have published numerous works and continue to
stand strong in the publishing industry.

The Eastern Publishing Company and the Mandarin Daily News each published
several series of children’s book in the 1960s. Two of the most iconic series are
World's Literature for Young Readers (£ J > # < & iE %) published by the Eastern
Publishing Company and Masterpiece in Childrens Literature (523 < & ¥ 1%i%)
published by the Mandarin Daily News. Both series were children’s literature
published between the 1960s and 1980s and the number of the books in each series
were very much the same. Read by children across several generations in Taiwan, the
two series have influenced Taiwanese children in many aspects.

This research focuses on the Worlds Literature for Young Readers and the
Masterpiece in Children's Literature. The first editions and the paratexts (including
the preface and introduction to the characters) of both series were collected for
comparison.

The World’s Literature for Young Readers and the Masterpiece in Children's
Literature show the influence from Japanese and American children’s literature
respectively. Obvious differences can be observed in the paratexts, translators, and
publishers of both series. This research compares the paratexts of the aforementioned
children’s literature series and analyzes the translators’ background and their
translation strategies. This research also presents the different methods each publisher
used to introduce the children’s literature series and how the publishers allowed the
translators to play a part in such introductions, thus showing the cultural influences

these translated children’s literature have on Taiwanese children’s literature.

Keywords: translation, children’s literature, Eastern Publishing Company, Mandarin
Daily News.
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‘Rouse thee, old loon, and take over from us this vile Toad, a criminal of deepest guilt

and matchless artfulness and resource. ...” (Grahame, 1913, Chapter 6)
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... for he had started his spring-cleaning at a very early hour that morning, as people

will do, and had not paused for bite or sup, ...(Grahame, 1913, Chapter 1)
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It was one of those bleak and chilly mornings that remind you winter is
coming...the mist hung over the Park like a shadow. All the houses looked exactly
alike as the grey fog wrapped them around. Admiral Boom’s flagstaff, with the

telescope at the top of it, had entirely disappeared. ( Travers, 1943, p. 1)
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% Travers, P. L. (1943). Mary Poppins Opens the Door: Orlando: Harcourt.
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The Original Guy Fawkes was one of the men who took part in the Gunpowder Plot.
This was a conspiracy for blowing up King James I and the Houses of Parliament on
November 5th, 1605. The plot was discovered, however, before any damage was
done. The only result was that King James and his Parliament went on living but
Guy Fawkes, poor man, did not. He was executed with the other conspirators.
[Nevertheless, it is Guy Fawkes who is remembered today and King James who
is forgotten. |For since that time, the Fifth of November in England, [like the
Fourth of July in America,] has been devoted to Fireworks.| From 1605 till 1939
every village green in the shires had a bonfire on Guy Fawkes' Day. In the
village where I live, in Sussex, we made our bonfire in the Vicarage paddock
and every year, as soon as it was lit, the Viscar’s cow would begin to dance. She
danced while the flame roared up to the sky, she danced till the ashes were
black and cold. And the next morning- it was always the same- the Viscar
would have no milk for his breakfast. It is strange to think of a simple cow
rejoicing so heartily at the saving of Parliament so many years ago. Since 1939,
however, there have been no bonfires on the village greens. No fireworks gleam
in the blackened parks and the streets are dark and silent. But this darkness
will not last forever. There will some day come a Fifth of November — or
another date, it doesn't matter — when fires will burn in a chain of brightness
from Land's End to John O' Groats. |The children will dance and leap about them
as they did in the times before. They will take each other by the hand and watch the
rockets breaking, and afterwards they will go home singing to the houses full of

light... ( Travers, 1943, Note )
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“Nothing of the kind,” the King said angrily. “I defy you to name a single King that
knows as much as I do. Why, professors come from the ends of the earth to consult
with me for half an hour. My court is composed of the Very Best People.
Jack-the-Giant-Killer digs my garden. My flocks are tended by no less a person
than Bo-Peep. And all my pies contain Four-and Twenty Blackbirds. Not much

to look at, forsooth! And who are you, I’d like to know, to speak to a King like that!”

( Travers, 1943, p. 78)
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“Do you hear me? I’'ll have the Law on you, bursting into a decent woman’s house

like a set of Vampires!” ( Travers, 1943, p. 37-38 )
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Day is done, gone the sun,

From the lake, from the hills,

from the sky; All is well,

safely rest, God is nigh.( White > 1973 » p. 97)*
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He tugged at the lace for a moment. It came untied. Then he let it go. It was like a

% White, E.(1973). The Trumpet of the Swan. New York: Harper Trophy.
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greeting. Sam grinned. ( White » 1973 » p. 32)
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