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A Comparative Analysis on the Statecraft
of Bao Shih—chen and Wei Yuan

Lee Kuo-chi

Abstract

This article aims at a comparative analysis on the similarity and difference on the
statecraft between Bao Shih-chen and Wei Yuan. Having met the same vicissitudes,
they stood out as important scholars who insisted on statecraft duringChia-ching to
Hsian-feng Periods. As a moral extremist and a practical person, Bao Shih-chen pro-
posed reforms on water transport of rice, salt monopolization and river manage-
ment,which seemed most feasible, He also admonished Chinese to be aware of those
Englishmen who invaded actively in the Far East, and even proposed to expel them
from Singapore by force if necessary. While the Indian opium and English textiles
were tremendously dumped in China which led to the collapse of Chinese rural
economy and Chinese silver flowing abroad, he insisted on using copper-coins and bills
instead of abandoning the silver.

Living in solitude in his childhood,Wei Yuan was prone to meditate and absorbed
in Yang-ming learning. After having studied in Peking and been taught by Liu Feng-lu,
he was infatuated with Kung-yang Commentary on the Spring and Autumn Annals and
the Neo-confucian philosophy . He wrote and edited books on classics, and then be-
came a famous scholar of classics, In the early Tao-kuang years, he edited a book under
the title “Collected Writings on Statecraft of the Reigning Dynasty (Huang -Chao
Ching- Shih Wen-Pien)”. After becoming a guest —advisor to assist Tao Shu, gover-
nor-general of Kiangsu, Anhwei and Kiangsi, and Ho Chang-ling, governor of Kiangsu,
he devoted to the statecraft and practical learning. Having been stimulated by the de-
feat of the Opium War and appointed by Lin Tze-hsu,he edited Illustrated Gazetteer on

the Maritime Kingdoms (Hai-Kuo Tu-Chih) in which he introduced all maritime powers
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and suggested that the authority should adopt the policy to control barbarians by bar-
barians as if he were a talented strategist.

Wei also emphasized the collection of documents, searching out the sources of the
matter and then building theories on the reform of salt-monopolization, rice-transport
and river management shown in his writings,which were not so fearsible as Bao’s.
However, Wei’s knowledge of the West was far more abundant than that of Bao’s, but
was not profound in depth. So Wei’s thought pretty reflected a scholar perspective,
meanwhile Bao was more practical. In the 19" century Bao was a known poet and cal-
ligraphist. His achievement in classics was not as high as Wei’s, and his significance in

statecraft is therefore not so known as the latter’s.

Keywords : statecraft knowledge of the West to control barbarians by barbarians



