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Abstract

The first education of the blind and deaf-mute in Taiwan began from “Xun Gu Tang”
established by the Western missionary William Campbell at Tainan. The education of the blind and
deaf-mute in northern Taiwan was about 27 years later than southern Taiwan. The beginning in the
north was “Kimura School for the Blind and Deaf-Mute” established by Kimura Kingowho came to
Taiwan with the Japanese army and set up the school in 1917. With the changes of Taiwanese
education policies by the Presidential Hall, Shimura School was transformed into Private Taihoku
School for the Blind and Deaf-Mute and Taihokushu School for Blind and Deaf-Mute. Besides
teaching acupuncture, massage, and music instruments, the school also taught modern lessons such
as mandarin, arithmetic, gymnastics, and cultivation.

After World War Il, the concept of Western special education was introduced. The central
government of ROC considered the system reformation for Taihokushu School for Blind and
Deaf-Mute during the Japanese reign. After three times of renaming and two times of migration, the
policy of separating school for the blind and the deaf-mute was finally confirmed. As for the
description of the system, the essay also described various principals of Taipei School for the
Visually Impaired (the model of education for the blind) had different educating styles under
policies in different ages.

After the war, the education for the blind in Taiwan got fast and great progress in teaching
materials, assistant equipments, and teaching methods. The essay also described the development
and types of the most important media for the blind to communicate with others—Braille.
Meanwhile, it also described the changes and innovations of education and assistant equipments for
the blind. In the classes, assistant equipments of Braille education were applied for learning
strategies of various subjects, reflecting the multiplicity of education for the blind in the class.

Through constantly innovative teaching materials, methods, and assistant equipments, blind
students got improved in learning. Besides, it was also worth of notice that whether the students
were mobile enough to perform their skills. Therefore, the training in “orientation and mobility”
class was a necessary skill for blind students.

For every kind of education, the subject must be “human beings.” Besides discussing the
development of policies, equipments, and teaching methods in the essay, the author concluded that
education for the blind provided by Taipei School for the Visually Impaired offers the blind with a
chance of multiple choices in their career. The blind no longer suffered from miserable life as in the
past ages. They got obvious achievements in various fields, such as massage, academia, education,
show business, and physical education.

The essay took Taipei School for the Visually Impaired as the central discussion. From the
development of the school to the development of educational concepts for the blind, assistant
equipments, and teaching methods after the war, the essay hoped to provide clear and complete
description of the historical context of the education development for the blind in Taiwan.

Keyword: education for the blind, Xun Gu Tang, Kimura Kingo, Kimura School for the Blind and
Deaf-Mute, Taipei School for the Visually Impaired, visually impaired student, assistant equipments
for the blind, Braille, orientation and mobility, rehabilitation massage
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