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Happy Together: A Case Sudy on the Leisure Context I nfluencing

the Formation of Homosexual | dentity

Abstract

The purpose of this research was to probe into the gay community, analyzing

how leisure contexts and |ei sure experiences influenced the formation of homosexual

identity on the process of the activities. Based on the framework proposed by

Caldwell (2005), the researcher took the “ Group“ as the case.

This study was preceded with qualitative research method by in-depth

interviewing eight members of “Group” with semi-structured questions about their

leisure experience, and data were also collected by participant observation. The

conclusions of the study are as follows:

1

Building arealistic platform to make friends: “Group “ has created afriendly
surrounding for gays, offering face-to-face opportunity to make friends, and
participate leisure activities together.

Constructing a social support network: “Group “ has constructed a community
in which the members support and share with each other. It satisfies the needs of
the members to make friends, relax, express themselves and obtain energy to
resist discrimination and oppression in society.

Attempting to change the stereotyped values imposed on gays by means of
leisure activities: “Group “ has offered a variety of activities, breaking the
stereotyped impression on gays' leisure activities. They manage to establish a
healthy and fresh image of the group, proving that leisure activities can make a
difference.

Re-establishing homosexual image: “Group “ has invited famous persons to
give talks to inspire the participants to re-establish a positive role model and

strengthen their homosexual identity.

Key words: Gay, Gay community, Leisure context, L eisure activity,

L eisure experience, | dentity.
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