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Abstract  

Learning Commons (or Information 
Commons) has been one of the most 
important trends of libraries since 1990. In 
the first part of this paper, some basic 
aspects, such as definition, types, and 
elements, are introduced. In the second part 
of this paper, the impact of two important 

concepts, Collaborative Learning and the 
characteristics of Net Generation, is 
discussed. In the last part of this paper, some 
survey results are presented to indicate the 
effectiveness of Learning Commons. 
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...the Learning Commons will have as its 

mission [is] not merely to integrate technology, 

reference, instruction, and other services, but 

to facilitate learning by whatever means works 

best. As a library service environment, the 

Learning Commons will enable students to 

develop a framework to understand and 

evaluate the impact of information technology 

on the choices they make as researchers and 

practitioners. As a bridge to the classroom, it 

will create the conditions in which students 

engage critically with information, see 

themselves as active participants in the 

production of knowledge, and continue that 

participation far beyond their university 

experience. 
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