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A Study on the Cognition and Attitudes toward Indigenous Ecological
Knowledge and Eco-tourism of Smangus & Cinsbu Tribe
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Abstract

In recent years, with the rising of the tourism industry , especially the region is rich
in natural resources , aboriginal and special cultural environment has become a new trend
of tourism development. As the society changes ,and the reflection of predatory
destruction of nature , trends in global tourism move gradually towards eco-tourism from
mass tourism.

Smangus and Cinsbu are the most remote tribes in Hsinchu County, in the past,
people lived on self-sufficient agriculture, now they accept the planting guidance of
government’s policy. Owing to the inconvenience of traffic , natural scenery and
aboriginal culture are persevered. The Media makes public the giant trees and the cypress
group, therefore, it starts the tourist.

Early the local aborigine worked closely with the nature, developing the unique
ecological wisdom, and all things reach the circle patterns, and coexistence. Such a
sustainable approach to life is also consistent with the elements of the eco-tourism: It
based on the nature, and had an emphasis on environment education and conservation,
having contribution to the well-being of local residents.

This study aims to understand the Smangus and Cinsbu aboriginal tribes in their
own cultural awareness of ecological wisdom, and knowledge and attitudes towards the
impact of tourism development, ecological wisdom can be applied to explore the
eco-tourism ,the implementation of the connotation and the spirit of eco-tourism, at the
same time, in the development of tourism, continuing with the heritage of traditional
ecological knowledge in sustainable development for the environment hold parts
complement each other, as an important goal of developing tourism in tribe in the future.

The research is based on quantitative method, supplemented with qualitative
interviews to understand the background of local tourism and to know the degree of their
own identity. Besides, visiting the tribe's influential elders to understand its operating
current situation and eco-tourism, in order to explore the needs to strengthen the
improvement, and execute the tourism combined aboriginal traditional ecological
knowledge and eco-tourism in the future.

Keywords: Aboriginal ~ Tourism ~ Aboriginal Traditional ecological knowledge -
Eco-tourism
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