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ABSTRACT

Ruins can be found everywhere, yet perhaps not that noticeable.
There is a ruin around you, externally and internally. For some reasons,
the ruin becomes indiscernible. A ruin is not simply a bloc of rubble,
but a bloc of sensation, a sort of Befindlichkeit ("being in a mood").
The poets and painters transcend themselves away from the practical
and moral frames, and see a constant continuum of vital force. The
beauty of the ruin depends on how the “Men” view the artwork. In the
18 century, the anesthetists in Europe, from the empirical aesthetic
perspective, sought to develop a sort of “aesthetics of the picturesque”
to evaluate the ruin, which, so significant as it was, had a “movement
of inventing the ruin” in Britain.

I like to stay in the ruin to meditate on the ruin, though desolate
and devastating, from which the time trace will constantly emerge
from every corner, like in a tranquil environment where a sort of
irrepressible calling emerges from the abyss of memory and
corresponds to my life. Therewith begins the series of artworks
thematically pertaining to the creation and exploration of ruins.

The present M.A. thesis attempts to explore the core essence of
ruin artworks; it is divided into six chapters:
Chapter 1: Preface — covers the research motivation, purpose, scope
and methodology.
Chapter 2: Theory — probes into my artworks from the theory that the
thesis touches upon. The first three sections subsequently concern

“the synesthesia in arts,” “beauty of ruins,” and “symbols in arts,”



followed by the fourth section that attempts to introduce the artists’
artwork thematically on ruins.

Chapter 3: Analysis on the concept of the works — seeks to analyze my
works from the affective move of my initial sight of the ruin to the
synesthesia and symbolic techniques.

Chapter 4: Form and content — demonstrates a detailed introduction
concerning the form and content of the artworks.

Chapter 5: Work explanation — examines in details each piece of
artwork from the idea of the work and the work content in order to
address the personal attention to the ruin buildings and the life
exploration. Meanwhile, it attempts to examine the meaning of the
work.

Chapter 6: Conclusion — sums up the reflection and reconsideration of

the work analysis.

Keywords: ruin, synesthesia, aesthetics of the picturesque, symbol
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