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Abstract

Past studies on civics textbooks of elementary and junior schools in Taiwan tended
to address content analysis of the textbooks and the regulations on textbook-editing.
Fewer studies have obtained how textbooks are shaping the text, which makes less
possible understand a trend in curriculum development from a macro-structure
perspective, or editors’ and reviewers’ beliefs in textbook-writing from a micro-
structure perspective. In this sense, the article adopted oral history and document-
analysis to examine the textbook development in civics education during 1952 and
1972 before lifting Martial Law. The study interviewed 3 key persons who
participated in editing and reviewing the civics textbooks, Base on their perspectives
and experiences in textbook editing and reviewing, and with reference to relevant
documents, including textbooks, curriculum standards, related books, and journals, so
as to interpret the curriculum perspective at that period of time. The major results
included the following: (1) The civics textbooks before lifting Martial Law were the
products of authoritarianism. (2) The civics textbooks are featured the purpose of

social adaptation. (3) The civics textbooks are conditioned a top-down acceptance.

keywords: authoritarian regime, the lifting of Martial Law, citizenship education,
textbook, curriculum views
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