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A Study of Applying the Postcolonial Theory to Analyze
the Documentary Photography of Deng Nan Guang
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Abstract

Deng Nan Guang (1907-1971) was the pioneer of documentary
photography in Taiwan, whose works were mainly created in the period of
Japanese colonization and after the restoration of Taiwan. This study
applied the Postcolonial Theory to analyze Deng Nan Guang’s photographs,
and explored the cultural implications of the images. Followings are the
conclusions after analysis:

First of all, Deng Nan Guang’s works displayed that Taiwanese people
had the profound recognition of Japanese culture and were confused about
their positioning of nationality during the Kominka Movement in Japanese
Occupation. Secondly, Deng Nan Guang’s images also presented that in
patriarchal society, males possess supreme authority while females
subordinate to men following Edward Waefie Said’s concept “ other”.

Keyword: Deng Nan Guang, Documentary Photography, Postcolonial
Theory
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