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Investigation of Students' Interpretation of
Advisors' Disciplinary Action in Junior High Schools
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James, Feng-chien Lee®Assistant Professor, Center of Teacher Education, Soochow University

Abstract

The advising system is a characteristic of Taiwan's education. Advisors and their students usually
undergo a three-year period of disciplinary interaction in junior high schools. Students spontaneously
interpret teacher's disciplinary action. Based on this background, this study had two purposes: to ex-
plore the features of students' interpretation of their advisor's disciplinary actions, and to explore the
mediate variables that affect these interpretations. The research methods included non-participatory ob-
servation, individual interviews, and document analysis. The research subjects were two student advi-
sors, both of whom were named “excellent teachers” in junior high schools using the advising sys-
tem in Taipei, and their students. Interviews were conducted with the two advisors and 32 students from
their classes. According to the results, students interpreted their teachers' disciplinary action from three
perspectives. From the perspective of advisors this action was both “in-person” (messages from tea-
chers' disciplinary action gave direction to students) and “supplied” (messages to classmates were
supplemental). From the perspective of teacher-student interaction, it is “whole” , in which action
happens frequently everywhere, corresponds to students' behavior, and fluctuates, the various feedback
on action. From the perspective of student it is “comparative” , comparing teacher's action with
themselves and classmates; “contextual” , interpreting from their own background, and “veri-
fied” , verifying teacher's action and their interpretation results. The mediate variables influenced the
students’ interpretation, and the results consisted of three areas: teacher's disciplinary action, teacher-
student distance, and student's behavior.
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