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Abstract

The free manifestation and unrestrained contents of comics, has spread its fans all over the
world, 1t 1s a getaway fantasy land from reality for students, also a creation media for
artists to express their opinions. Comics were originated from the cave paintings of the
prehistoric men, it was a tool for European cartoonists to criticize current affairs and
describe events in 18" century; at the end of 19" century, the Americans would read the
comic strips after the major news in the papers for entertainment; the comics in Japan
comforted the people’ s hearts, also expanding the comic’ s horizon, post WWII; the
“ZhuGe SiLang” in the 50" s of Taiwan, raged the youngsters at the time, but it was
also considered to be an immoral publication.
There was a gap between comics and the arts, but since the appearance of the Dada
Movement and the Pop Art, the development of comics has taken a different turn. The
pictures of comics have jumped into museums, and the artists of Dada and Pop
transformed the comics to graphic messages with social and timely meanings, which means
they are no longer just a funny entertaining sketch. Through the comic-like graphics, they
redefined the division between the popular arts and pure arts, influenced the revolution of
subsequent visual arts, and further expanded into the commercial design scope.
The paper 1s divided into two parts of literature analysis and personal creation to research.
Regarding the literature analysis, firstly through the treatment, collection and analysis of
the relevant literature of comics, sort the definition of comics, and then introduce its
developmental traces in Europe, America, Japan, China and Taiwan, to clarify its
influences to the local arts development, societies and cultures. Meanwhile deconstruct
various art movements relating to comic 1images and their visual features, and to probe the
influence of comic-like graphics to visual communication design. Following, study the
major visual elements and symbolic characteristics that structure the comics, thus probing
the usages of comic-like graphic elements.
Lastly 1s the personal creation. Aimed at the comic-like graphics as major creation
elements, by using all sorts of visual language and colors of comic-like graphics, and
political and cultural pictures of Europe, America and Asia, together thru the creation
techniques and features of digital images, transformed to the visual creations of the theme.



Its contents present the personal graphic creations which were influenced by the European,
American, Japanese and Chinese cultures, and behind the creation was hidden the modern
society and culture phenomenon of Taiwan. The conclusion is the creation development
and expectation of the personal comic-like graphics, and expecting its application and

amplification on the visual communication design and commercial value.

Keywords: comics, comic-like graphics, pop art, visual communication design
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