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“We Would Rather Sell Ancestors’ Land than Forget the
Language Passed down by Ancestors”:
Using Manchu Township, Pingtung County Hakka
as an Example

Tsai, Hui-min
Ph. D. Student,
Graduate Institute of Taiwan Culture, Languages and Literature,

National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

Manchou township of Pingtung County has been mainly settled by Hakka people
who migrated from Jiaying Prefecture in eastern Guangdong since the historical
records exist. According to an investigation in 1928, Hakka made up nearly 53
percent of the population at that time. In 1956 the percentage dropped to 43.8, and
later in 1980s Professor Ang, Ui-jin concluded that Manchou was already one of the
“disappeared Hakka dialect islands.” Nowadays, Hakka people in Manchou speak
Taiwanese in daily communication. What is the reason that makes their belief of “we
would rather sell ancestors’ land than forget the language passed down by ancestors”
collapsed gradually? Did their ethnic identity waver?

This paper i1s based upon the analysis of a sociolinguistic fieldwork dealing with
language use, ethnic identity and a 47-word questionnaire. 109 local native speakers
were interviewed and the outcome shows that Manchou Hakka people consider
themselves Taiwanese and their Taiwanese language still contain some lexicons with

Hakka interference.

Keywords: Manchou, Hoh-lo-kheh, language contact, ethnic identity, fieldwork



