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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the curriculum interpretation of Civics

and Society in public senior high school students in Taipei City, and the factors

related to their curriculum interpretation. In order to reach the purpose, the study

used a cross-sectional research design. Eight hundred third graders were selected

from public senior high schools in Taipei City. The data were collected using Survey

Questionnaire of Learning Experiences of Civics and Society of Senior High School

Students. A total of 658 responses were received and among them 650 were valid.

The valid response rate was 81.25%. Descriptive statistics, one-way ANOVA,

one-sample 7-test, and chi-square test were conducted to analyze the data using SPSS

19.0 for Windows. The major findings are listed as followings:

1.

Students recognized most of the topics of the Civics and Society subject were
useful and interest, but over half of them were difficult. 63.8% of the students
thought that Civics and Society was not important; 56.9% of them agree that it
should become a subject of Department Required Test (DRT).

. Students who are female, majoring in social sciences, more confident in learning

or more aggressive in curriculum interpreted it more positively. However, no
significant difference was found in gender.

. There was no significant relationship between social and economic status (SES)

and curriculum interpretation. However, students whose parents concerned about
their study in Civics and Society interpreted it more positively with regard to
practicability and interest. No significant difference was found in their
interpretation of the difficulty of the Civics and Society subject.

. Students whose teachers adopting multiple teaching strategies interpreted the

Civics and Society subject more positively concerning its practicability and
interest. No significant difference was found in their interpretation of the difficulty
of the subject or whether it becomes a DRT subject. Students who interacted well
with their teachers also interpreted more positively.

. Students whose classmates interpreted the Civics and Society subject positively

also interpreted it more positively. However, no significant difference was found
in learning environment.

. Students who thought that the public value the Civics and Societ subject

interpreted it more positively concering its practicability and interest. No
significant difference was found in their interpretation of the difficulty of the
subject. No significant difference was found in gender stereotypes of the
curriculum.

Keywords: Civics and Society, curriculum interpretation, practicality of curriculum,

interest of curriculum, difficulty of curriculum
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