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Abstract

This study focused on the evolution of place names in Xianxi Region, Changhua
County. The evolution of place names of the town, the village, road and place names
from Japanese reign to 2016. The study is through the study of literature, overlay
analysis, a preliminary understanding of the different levels of each period by the
number of place names changes and its implications. And to make up for the lack of
documentation, the study is also through the fieldwork to classify the different types
of the number of the administrative changes in place names. The results were
summarized as follows:

First, from the late Qing Dynasty to today, people in Xianxi Region continued
reclamation, the number of place names of settlements increased continually. These
names were named after by the local people’s awareness of the environment.
Settlement names also reflects close contact with the local people in Xianxi Region.

Second, from the late Qing Dynasty to today, the official line from the western
region of the leading names in each administrative level, all levels of government-led
administrative nomenclature in Xianxi Region, the study found the Japan Governors
continued to use Street Names in the Qing Dynasty as a big or small level village
names. After the war, the number increased significantly that the ROC government
used positive meanings and political types to name the villages and streets. This also
means that the ROC government was more pre-eminent in place naming than Japan
Governors.

Third, from the point of view of governance, political types of roads in Xianxi
Region clearly were concentrated in close vicinity to the local government or market,
which has also created a political space symbol.

Overall, among the various administrative levels in place names, the official



administration policy and local people's self-consciousness have a major influence.
A place name is an expression of people and the environment. How to show the
characteristics of local place names, the government and local people can work

together to develop better ways to name places.

Key Words : Changhua County ~ Xianxi Region ~ The Evolution of Place Names
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