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A Study on “Du”

Ji Xu-sheng

Abstract

This article first of all expounds the transformation of the forms of (1)
inscriptions on bones or tortoise shells of the Shang Dynasty, (2) inscrip-
tions on ancient bronzes and stone tablets, (3) seal character, and (4) offi-
cial script; and traces the change of phonetics in the Pre-chin period and
the Han Dynasty. Furthermore, this essay researches into the metamorpho-
sis of the form, phoneme, and meaning of the word "Du" and finally aims
to elicit a reasonable interpretation of the problem: why the radical of the

word "Du” is "Mu" in seal characters and official script.

Key word : Du





