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Chapter 4  Conclusion 
 

The current study aims to provide a comprehensive description of the 

morphosyntactic manifestations of participants in Tona Rukai, including the nominal 

case marking system and the pronominal system.  By studying the corpus in Tona 

Texts, Tona Dictionary by Zeitoun and the author’s own field work, not only 

grammatical relations but also discoursal information can be obtained to augment our 

understanding of this language and revise previous findings as well.  This chapter 

will summarize the findings in this study and then provide some suggestions for 

future research. 

 

4.1 Summary 

Chapter One provides a geographic and linguistic background of the Rukai 

family, a literature review, the research method adopted in this study and a brief 

introduction to the phonological system and verb conjugation. 

In Chapter Two, a modified case marking system is proposed.  The case 

distinction, nominative, genitive and oblique (ki vs. -an), remains only in personal 

proper nouns.  For common nouns, the distinction lies in the discoursal level, 

showing an anaphoric vs. non-anaphoric contrast (ko vs. na).  Besides, the 

distinction between personal proper nouns and common nouns is not so clear-cut 

since an overlapped use of these two sets is found in human nouns.  It is found that 

using a different set of case markers can change the semantic properties of these 

human nouns in discourse.  Next, obligatority of the case markers differs according 

to the semantic properties of their head nouns, definiteness, and syntactic structures.  

Canonically, the case markers for personal proper nouns, ki and -an, are obligatory 

while those for common nouns, ko and na, are optional as reported in previous studies.  
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However, this study shows that case markers are required before indefinite common 

nouns.  In terms of different linguistic structures, the case markers, ki, ko and na, for 

the second coordinated nouns tend to be omitted while -an must appear.  The case 

marker ki before an appositive personal proper noun must be omitted.  After the 

topic marker a-, either a case marker or a demonstrative is obliged to appear.  When 

co-referring with the genitive pronouns attached to verbs, the nouns tend to be 

preceded by case markers.  The next topic is concerning the word order.  The 

present study finds that the ordering of lexical arguments is free unless the case 

markers fail to distinguish their grammatical roles, where the order appears to be VSO.  

For complex NPs, a verbal modifier can either precede or follow the head noun.  The 

case marker na between the modifier and the head noun can be treated as a linker 

because the other case marker for common nouns, ko, can not occur in this position.  

If the ligature ka is applied, the ordering exhibits CM [modifier ka head]NP.  Next, an 

overlapped use of case markers for personal proper and common nouns is found in 

human nouns, which indicates the semantic properties of human nouns can be 

changed by using a different set of case markers.  Finally, case markers are also used 

in lexical and clausal nominalization. 

Chapter Three investigates the pronominal system in Tona Rukai, focusing on 

personal pronouns.  The classifying criteria for pronouns include person, number, 

case designation, visibility for the third person pronouns and an inclusive-exclusive 

contrast for the first person plural pronouns.  Next, the usage of each set is 

demonstrated and discussed.  Free nominative pronouns, appearing in the 

post-predicate position, serve as the subjects in matrix clauses and complement 

clauses of utterance/cognition verbs.  Topic pronouns, in the identical form with free 

nominative pronouns, appear in the pre-predicate position and/or prefixed with a-, and 

designating the topicalized agent role or the patient role with a resumed oblique 
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pronouns.  Bound nominative pronouns, prefixed to non-finite verbs, are unique 

among the other sets of pronouns, denoting more than grammatical relations.  This 

study finds that they designate speaker’s/agent’s volition, appear only in the irrealis 

mode and serve an emphatic function in imperative sentences.  Oblique pronouns, 

enjoying more freedom in distribution, serve non-subject roles including time and 

location.  The previous studies have reported their special usage in the “Lower Three 

Villages” to designate affected subjects of some stative verbs.  This study elaborates 

the motivation in view of the asymmetry between affirmative and negative sentences.  

Another unique function previously found only in Tona and Maga Rukai is to 

designate the possessive relation in kinship.  In this respect, a double oblique 

marking is explored in the present study.  Genitive pronouns, canonically denoting 

possessive relations, are applied in interrogative sentences and subordinate clauses to 

function as a nominalization device.  Furthermore, this study shows that in 

subordinate clauses, they are attached to the negator i-/the irrealis morpheme ni- and 

undergo left-to-right assimilation. 

Next, two general features for all the pronouns are discussed.  First, the 

ordering of pronouns and full lexical NPs shows a hierarchy as follows: 1st/2nd Nom. 

Pronouns > Obl. pronouns as recipients > Obl. pronouns as patients > 3rd Nom. 

Pronouns/full lexical NPs.  Second, this study advances the understanding of the 

environment for the variants including phonological, morphological and syntactic 

ones. 

Last, four idiosyncratic features are supplemented.  First, as previously reported, 

third person pronouns are derived from demonstratives.  Thus, the distribution of the 

third person nominative pronouns differs from that of the others but resembles that of 

demonstratives/full lexical NPs.  This study discusses the other issues concerning 

demonstratives including their case marking and cooperation with case markers to 
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denote third person plural participants.  Furthermore, visibility of the third person 

pronouns can be extended from the physical world to the psychological domain.  The 

referential ability of ni- ‘3S.Gen’ is expanded to plural and/or invisible participants.  

Second, impersonal pronouns have not been reported in the previous studies.  The 

current study finds that they designate non-specific participants used as a hedging 

device in the texts.  Third, a specified comitative participant whose referent is 

included in a plural pronoun is found to agree with the case marking of the pronoun.  

Fourth, this study shows that a coreferential free nominative pronoun/lexical NP with 

a bound nominative pronoun/oblique pronoun functions as emphatic or to assure the 

accessibility to the referent. 

 

4.2 Suggestions for Future Research 

Although the present study attempts to provide an in-depth description of the 

morphosyntactic manifestations of participants in Tona Rukai, there are still several 

relevant aspects left untouched, including numerals (cf. J. Tang 2001 and to appear, a 

similar topic on Paiwan), and a more systematic account of interrogative words (cf. 

Chen 1999, a similar topic on Haocha Rukai).  Besides, the differences between the 

present study and the previous researches may result from the scale of the corpus, the 

individual researcher’s perspective, the consultants’ preference and perhaps language 

change.  The latter two factors can be accounted by conducting a larger scale of 

research involving more consultants of different ages.  Regarding the other linguistic 

aspects, stress assignment in Tona Rukai has not been well investigated.  If we have 

a better understanding of the stress assignment, it will help to determine the status of 

bound morphemes to be suffixes or clitics.  Besides, during our investigation, several 

verbal affixes are still not explained, such as i-/ma- in nikoa-Gen ‘so’ clauses and i-/-a 

in kwam-Gen ‘although’ clauses. 
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In this study, we can see that discourse contributes to our understanding of case 

markers for common nouns, ko and na, and impersonal pronouns.  It is strongly 

suggested that as many long texts be collected as possible.  Finally, the present study 

deals with only manifestations of participants in Tona Rukai.  The language still 

leaves much to be investigated.  The linguistic manifestations of events, for example, 

deserve future research. 
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