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Chapter Five 

Conclusion 

In this chapter, the major findings of the present study will be summarized in 

Section 5.1. In Section 5.2, some limitations of the present study as well as 

suggestions for further study will be discussed. 

5.1 Summary of the Major Findings 

The present study aims to answer the five research questions proposed in Chapter 

One. It has been presented in Chapter Two that some factors, i.e., the subject/object 

asymmetry, referentiality, and various clausal types, determine or influence Chinese 

adult speakers’ null Chinese NPs. The focus of this study is to investigate whether 

these factors also play a role in Chinese kindergarten children’ acquisition of null NPs. 

Moreover, this study discusses whether “age” and “tasks” are crucial factors affecting 

Chinese-speaking kindergarten children’ acquisition of null NPs.  

From the children’s comprehension and production, it was found that null subjects 

were much more used or chosen than null objects by our young children and adults. 

With regard to referentiality, in the SS Task our children chose a null non-referential 

subject significantly more than an expletive ta ‘it’. One possible explanation is that 

they chose the overt expletive pronoun ta ‘it’ due to the fact that it could be identified 

or licensed by a certain overt antecedent, e.g.,, tianqi ‘weather’ in the discourse. As 

for the clausal types, it was found that the kindergarten children performed similarly 

for null NPs in the three types of clauses (i.e., matrix, embedded, and adverbial 

clauses).  

With respect to age effects, syntactically, the results of the two tasks (i.e., the 

Sentence Selection Task and the Story Retelling Task) showed that kindergarten 
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children by age four could generally comprehend the meaning and the use of null NPs 

(including null subjects and null objects), null NPs in matrix clauses, and null NPs in 

embedded clauses. However, Chinese-speaking kindergarten children did not seem to 

acquire null NPs in adverbial clauses until age six. Semantically, it was found that our 

kindergarten children after age five have acquired null expletive pronouns and could 

use them almost as the adults did. Finally, as far as the task effects are concerned, the 

participants’ performances on the SS and SR tasks were quite similar. However, it 

was found that the SS task seemed to better serve as an indicator of the kindergarten 

children’ competence in Chinese null NPs, as discussed in Section 4-5. 

5.2 Limitations of the Present Study and Suggestions for Further Research 

In the past, there have been relatively few empirical studies on the acquisition of 

null NPs of Chinese-speaking kindergarten children in both comprehension and 

production tasks. The present study provides the preliminary findings for those who 

are interested in first language acquisition of null Chinese NPs. Nevertheless, there 

are some limitations of the present study presented below that can be the follow-up 

research topics. 

 First of all, only a small pool of subjects participated in the present study. It 

would be interesting to see if the results will be different if more participants in 

different Chinese- speaking areas join in the experiment. Second, “age” was found to 

be a crucial variable in the present study. However, we are still not sure whether such 

differences in age groups in response to null NPs will apply to kids who are younger 

than two or older than seven. Children of other age groups may be examined to locate 

the cutting age point in the full acquisition of null NPs. Third, the present research is a 

cross-sectional study, and it would also be a worth-exploring topic to conduct a 

longitudinal study and compare the results with the present findings. Finally, in the 
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present study, we focused on the kindergarten children’ comprehension and their 

elicitations of null NPs. Fourthly, it will be interesting to investigate the results and 

findings obtained from other types of tasks. Fifthly, more contextual cues or 

background scenes can be manipulated in the tasks to see if it is helpful for the 

participants to comprehend or perform better. Last but not the least, there were ten 

major types of null NPs investigated in the present study. It is worthwhile to inspect 

the relationships between the acquisition of Chinese null NPs and other types of null 

NPs in future studies. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


