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Abstract

This thesis discusses the settlement development and resources exploitation of
Ping-shi region, New Taipei City, Taiwan. Ping-Shi region is located in the Eastern
hills of Taipei Basin, and is, geologically, famous for having the coal seam. The
pioneers moved into Ping-Shi region in the Qing Dynasty Rule and started land
exploitation; however, the coal was not exploited until the Japanese Rule. This thesis
focuses on the changes of settlement pattern and social organization before and after
the exploitation of Mining the Coal.

Pioneers moved into Ping-shi region at least before 1820. They made a living by
utilizing the land. People from different places were integrated through religion,
ancestor worship and exploitation system. A stable settlement pattern was thus
formed.

Coal mining started in 1918. Many residents changed their living from
“agriculture only” to “half-agriculture and half-mining;” lots of foreigners also came
because of work opportunities. Nevertheless, because of the unstable and limited
characteristics of Coal resources, settlement pattern in this period were not stable:
foreigners moved within the region or between regions, and with the fade of Coal
resource, most of the foreigners moved out; only the old-timers left.

In conclusion, the exploitation of different kinds of resources - renewable or
nonrenewable - strongly influenced the settlement pattern in Ping-Shi region. Land
resource, a renewable resource, enables residents to have a stable society. In contrast,

Coal resource, a nonrenewable resource, makes the region an unstable society.

Keywords: Ping-shi, resources, settlement pattern, social organization, mining
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