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Abstract

Based on Giddens’ structuration theory, this study analyzes the development and
changes in Tamsui Sharon Beach. This study is divided into two parts. One is to
analyze groups with authoritative resources; another is to analyze the confining
resources of environment. The finding is that the group holding the management
rights of the Sharon Beach, could be the key factor to determine whether the Beach
would open or not. However, the changing nature of confining resources and the
attitudes of structural group can affect the beach’s development as well.

Among the groups who affect the development of the beach, Tamsui township
government has the right to operate the beach in the first two periods (defined by this
study), so it exercised a decisive influence about beach management. Tamsui town
council only has the right to question Tamsui township government. When the two
groups have different opinions, the town council would usually make concession.
Taipei County government had operating rights in the third age, and started to plan for
a new development of the area. Due to the structural limits of different periods, the
effective groups are different. As part of the confining resources, transportation and
accessibility, laws and regulations, planning objectives, and local politics are all
significant in determining the operation of the beach. As a newly restructured
government, Taipei County Government takes over the management of the beach, and
plans to transform it into a creatively cultural park. By so doing, the Sharon beach
may become a tourism destination again.

The change of structural resources continues to influence the beach. The beach
has been stagnant in its way to become a cultural park, although the author believes
the beach may enter into a new phase of development given enough drives of the New
Taipei County Government.

Keywords: structuration theory, local development, Sharon Beach, Tamsui.
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