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Place Identity Construction of Young Generation HSNU Alumni
Abatract

The alumnus from The Affiliated Senior High School of National Taiwan Normal
University, known as HSNU, are known as ‘proud of being part of the member of HSNU”.
They’ve also created many special activity, such as ‘draw hundreds of thousands of alumnus
singing the school song altogether to break the world record in April, 2012.”, “gather alumnus
to join the School Opening Ceremony.” and so on. If we treat HSNU as a leaning space, we
may hard to explain why the alumnus love their alma mater so much. Therefore, this study
attempts to proceed from the perspective of humanistic geography. It interviews with alumni
who graduated in the past ten years and the teachers who had taught those alumni, then
analyze HSNU-related texts (such as HSNU publications, Facebook groups about the HSNU,
news about the HSNU and so on) to existence the verification phenomena, then utilizing
Edward Relph's Two Concepts, "Place Identity" and "Placelessness”, to analyze why and how
they love their alma mater.

The study found that: the HSNU's school ethos is formed by the dialogue between
campus space, administrative system, and student lifestyle. The campus space starts with the
development of the educational thought by two important principals. Their thought is bring
supported by the administrative system. Then the students live inside the campus to enjoy and
carry forward their thought. They have found their place in the campus and construct a "free"
and "lively" atmosphere.

Because of the increase of personal responsibility and the difficulty of reappearing the
life style in HSNU, the life experience from the HSNU become unique and precious for the
alumnus. Therefore, the alumnus from HSNU construct the sense of identity with the school
after graduate quickly. In order to relive the intimate experiences of the past and sxpress self-
identity of HSNU, alumnis actively return to the school, or participate in the alumni
association, or actively recognize more people take the initiative to help the students in
HSNU.

However, the HSNU is constantly changing over time. New students in the HSNU today
are also begin to question the traditional which may not fit the background of the times and
political ideology. Such changes and conflicts have made alumni feel that the gap between
“the study time in HSNU” and “HSNU today” is getting bigger and bigger. Finally, the
alumnis will freeze their identity of the HSNU at the time of their studies.

Key words: HSNU, campus culture, place identity, placelessness
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