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Abstract

Gospel dramas are of long history and tradition, and productions during the
Christmas season often marked the genre’s key developments. With the expectation to
create an aesthetically satisfying piece that discusses both the topics of theology and
philosophy, the Ward Memorial Methodist Church in Soochow University entrusted
the author with the production of “Le Manége.”

This thesis discusses the current manifestations and potential developments of
Gospel dramas through a historic perspective. Also elaborated on are philosophical
discussions, especially in regards to the topics of existentialism and absurdity, as
presented in Seren Kierkegaard’s (1813-1855) and Albert Camus’ (1918-1960)
literature works. While the former promoted a positive existentialism belief with
emphasis on Christian existentialism, the latter was a literary creator whose expertise
was in exposing the absurdity of life. Lastly, Samuel Backett’s (1906-1989) “Theatre
of the Absurd” literature was also taken into account in the production of “Le

Manege.”

With the main theme of life events being “in vain,” the “Le Manege” production
was a “circus-themed” musical aimed at presenting the concepts of absurdity and
existentialism. The creation of the play reflected the author’s art director background
and his ability to transform intangible values through visual design into
broadcast-able manners.

The “Le Man¢ge” was performed twice. Through revealing the absurdity of
human existence in existentialism methods, the play resolved the problem of men’s
indifference toward God and brought up the concept of redemption in the Christian
belief. This thesis is based on an integration of theory and practicality through art
directing of a theatre production, so as to demonstrate the spirit of existentialism and
open new possibilities for Gospel dramas.

Keywords: Existence, Absurdity, Musical, Christmas play, The Theatre of Absurd, Art
direction, Drama Production
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