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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to understand the teaching practices of two primary school

choir directors: Mrs. Huixia Liu from Yiwu and Mrs. Yinling Zheng from Taipei. The interview

method was utilized in this qualitative case study to understand their choral teaching concepts

and choral teaching methods. The embedded multiple case design was used as the analysis unit.

The researcher conducted a one-on-one in-depth and semi-structured interview with two

directors, and also analyzed the relevant documents. The major results of this study were as

follows:

1.

Mrs. Liu believed that the director of the elementary school choirs need to have solid
knowledge of music. The choir teaching should focus on the cultivation of student’s
comprehensive literacy. When recruiting members, the selection channels and student
qualities should be considered in many ways. A good teacher-student relationship should
be established in the group, and a high degree of coordination with the school
administration should be established in order to get the lasting assistance and supports from
administrators.

Mrs. Liu often used the metaphorical description to convey healthy and beautiful singing
skills to the students. The abilities of the students and the purpose of the activities were the
important considerations of repertoire selection. She also used music games and body
movement to improve the students' basic music abilities and breathing skills, and utilized
the sight-singing method to teach songs.

Mrs. Zheng believed that the director should establish the students’ various concepts of
choir, such as participating choir could cultivate good behaviors and enhance self-
confidence. When recruiting members, the student's intonation and parental support were
important considerations. The director should have a fair and sincere attitude to all students
and parents. The supports from school administration could help the long-term
development of the choir.

Mrs. Zheng often selected foreign choral songs but filled with Chinese lyrics to provide
students diverse repertoires. She used vowel vocal exercises and body movement to
strengthen the students’ breath support skills. The students’ music experiences and tone
qualities were the basis of the arrangement of vocal parts. The visual assistance and
metaphorical description were applied to elevate students’ performance level.

Finally, according to the conclusion of the study, suggestions are put forward for the chorus

instructors, school administrative units, education management units and future research.

Keywords: primary school choir director, teaching practice, choral teaching concepts, choral

teaching methods, primary school choir
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