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Abstract

Various records exist of posthumous marriages in ancient China; some are of marriages
between the living and the dead and others are of those between two deceased people. The practice
of posthumous marriage has existed in Taiwan since the Qing period, and it continues to be practiced
and documented by people today. However, the manner in which it is practiced and how it is
perceived by people in contemporary Taiwan have changed. This paper begins with a discussion of
the origin of posthumous marriage and records of it throughout the course of history, from the Qian
Dynasty to 20th century Taiwan. Then, documents of posthumous marriage in 21st century Taiwan
are investigated to examine the relationship between the living and the dead in these narratives
and to discuss how the public perceives this social practice. This paper reveals that the purpose of
posthumous marriage is either to compensate for the untimely death of a woman in the traditional
family system or to establish a larger social network by building a marital relationship between two
families. Finally, this paper addresses how people have revalued the significance of posthumous
marriage in contemporary Taiwan and discusses the transformation of values regarding posthumous

marriage today.
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