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Abstract

With the recent growth in tourism, and the government's intention to follow the
examples of other countries in promoting the industry, local cultural merchandise are
gradually coming under the spotlight. The completion of National Highway No. 5 has
brought a substantial influx of traffic, crowd, and money to Yilan, and creative
cultural industries have often followed the rise of tourism and cultural activities. In
this paper, we shall discuss the image and cultural characteristics of Yilan. We shall
explore the application of visual design to cultural merchandise. Improvements to
cultural and aesthetic characteristics can greatly increase the value and popularity of a
product. Making cultural merchandise available to tourists would also encourage
growth in local industries.

Through research, we shall analyze then gradually draw conclusions. First
documentations shall be discussed to understand the importance of creative cultural
industry, its characteristics, value of output, as well as strategies adopted by various
countries. The history, cultural development, image characteristics, and current status
of the creative cultural industries in Yilan, are useful reference material for cultural
creators and industries alike. Case studies show that the proper use of culture not only
can move the audience, but also enhance product aesthetics. Enormous benefit can
result from raising the image of ethnic groups. Finally the visual design techniques
shall be put to use. We shall apply the cultural characteristics of Yilan to the
development of actual products like note paper, T-shirts, tumblers, magnets, coasters,
and mugs. Other than to verify our theories, we also hope to bring new qualities to
Yilan's cultural merchandise. While attempting to put creative ideas into mass
production, | have gained some practical experience dealing with OEM manufacturers.
As a result I will be able to share some of my personal recommendations for those

who are interested in further researching this area.

Key Words: Cultural Merchandise; Image of Yilan
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