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Abstract

This thesis aims to extract the imagery elements of Tainan city and use them to create a
picture book representing the urban images of Tainan by means of urban illustration
technique; this helps to make a preliminary literature review through diversified theoretical
perspectives from the locals. In particular, American sociologist Talcott Parsons postulated
the AGIL action system (or the AGIL paradigm) to explore the cultural aspects of the
landscape, including natural landscape that constitutes unique scenes in natural geography as
well as life geography in the frame of human geography. This framework is adopted in the
current thesis to extract three layers of urban imagery elements: attributes, structures, and
meanings, and we also look directly for the particularities of Tainan city. We will show that
these characteristics, seemingly different, are essentially integrated.

The illustrations of Tainan created by the researcher include a wide array of tangible and
intangible elements, extending from physical monuments or buildings of Tainan to unique
ecology, and further to tangible or intangible cultural elements, altogether constituting images
of various categories. This study classifies them into four major categories: culture ecology,
humanities, monuments, and traditional cuisine.

Two Delphi expert questionnaires have been administered and analyzed to elicit opinions
from industry, officials, literature, history and other fields. Fifty-one elements have been
identified as the most representative: 9 from cultural ecology, 14 from humanities, 17 from
monuments, and 11 from traditional cuisine. Among the 51 elements, we select the elements
that receive 70% or higher percentage for “Strongly agree,” regardless of the categories,
which is the source where we derive our inspirations for illustrating the charm of Tainan city.

This study sets the yellow color for Tainan cultural ecology, brown for humanities, emerald
for monuments, and light blue for traditional cuisine. These colors are expected to show the
continuity and sustainability of Tainan images. everyone to see Tainan's different orientations

and find the forgotten Tainan city image.

Keyword :Tainan images ~ City picture book ~ Tainan picture book
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